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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its 
environs. The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time 
being to the hands of our generation. It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn 
make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local 
interest and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well 
received as a basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and 
making representations to the authorities on planning issues and has undertaken initiatives to promote 
citizenship education in local schools. It has held six exhibitions, planted trees, restored the 
churchyard railings and financed tree-ring dating of some buildings in the High Street. It has also 
produced surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment, provided a plaque by the mass grave of 
victims of enemy action in Mount Noddy cemetery and presented seats in memory of leading former 
members to Sackville College and the High Street. It has published a book of reminiscences, three 
sets of postcards reproducing old photographs and three town trails (one of them also in French) and, 
with the Town Council, established the now independent Town Museum. 

The Society is registered as a charity (no.25 7870) and is a member of the Federation of Sussex 
Amenity Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request. 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to represent public opinion; 
the larger the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1 
January every year (except by those joining on or after 1 October). By signing a Gift Aid form 
standard-rate income tax payers can increase its value by 28% at no cost to themselves. Persons 
wishing only to receive the Bulletin can do so at a special rate of £5 per calendar year, payable in 
advance to the Editor (address on cover). 
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 	 No. 83 (Autumn 2004) 

EDITORIAL 

It is instructive to compare what our Society was doing, hearing and publishing twenty five 
years ago, as summarised in the next paragraph, with the position today. There are good reasons for 
changes of balance and emphasis, for new initiatives and discontinuance of earlier activities, but such 
visits to the past can challenge us to consider whether there is anything worth re-introducing or re-
emphasising or, perhaps most important, whether there is anything we have never attempted but 
might well give our attention to. 	It is a long time, for example, since the Bulletin contained 
anything on the town today or in the future. 	The difficulty is that, whatever might be written, its 
lasting value would rapidly decrease as events overtook it, so perhaps the Newsletter is the proper 
place for those subjects. Your editor therefore unashamedly continues to offer contributions to 
understanding East Grinstead's early history and the buildings tested in our dendrochronological 
survey. He is particularly pleased to welcome two of his former schoolfellows as new contributors. 

TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: Bulletin 27 (September 1979) reflects concentration on the 
Society's stated concerns in the subjects of meetings reported: the work of the district council 
planning office (May), the Department of the Environment's policy and practice on urban 
conservation and historic buildings (June), pedestrianisation, especially as possible for our High 
Street (July), and land-use and planning (September). The Junior Members had repainted the (now 
gone) posts and rails at the top of Lewes Road and the committee had given £25 to the Gatwick Area 
Conservation Campaign. A short piece, 'Towards Pedestrianisation', offset historical articles on 
the late 19th century development of the Lingfield Road area, brickmaking in East Grinstead and a 
1720 map of the London-Brighton road through the town. The Victorian dairy at Standen and the 
parish church each had a page devoted to them. 

COVER PICTURE: Old Stone House, Judges Terrace, the subject of an article on pp.13-15 below, 
from Frith's postcard ESG.80 of c.1965. The original 17th century stone-fronted section is on the 
left, the late 19th century extension on the right. 

BULLETIN 82 (Spring 2004): The cover picture of Clarendon House showed a coat of arms above 
the main entrance but no clearly enough for it to be identified. Perhaps someone has a better 
picture, a written account or a good enough memory to tell us something helpful. 

AS WE SAW OURSELVES (13): 'To seekers of longevity and health and pursuers of hygiene this 
remarkable fact [death-rate 'as low as nine per thousand!'] should prove amply sufficient to invest 
this quaint and picturesque old town with magnetic influences for them. East Grinstead is indeed 
unsurpassed in the beauty, grandeur and cultivation of its surrounding scenery, for it is truly a 
yeoman's district. There are no foul smells arising from huge manufactories, no noises of 
machinery and the constant belching forth of volumes of smoke from tall chimneys to obscure the 
ethereal blueness of the sky. Instead of this, within a few steps of your door you may inhale, in 
their various seasons, the perfume of the wood violet, the honeysuckle, dog rose and other floral 
attributes, and last, though not the least, the health-giving scent of the hop. Here too can be heard 
the song of wild birds; the nightingale finds a home in the vicinity, and that harbinger of spring, the 
cuckoo; also the blackbird, thrush, lark and the host of other specimens of the feathered tribe, all 
uniting in their song of freedom.' - W.R. Pepper, East Grinstead and its Environs (1885), p. 15 . 

AS OTHERS SAW US (23): 'I've heard of it [East Grinstead] but I've never been there. In the 
Rentokil country, isn't it?' - Herefordshire farmer, 1986, to the late Edgar Pearce, who, reporting it in 
our Newsletter 35 (Oct. 1986), commented that to the farmer East Grinstead meant Dry Rot. 
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF RIDGEHILL 	 M.J. Leppard 

In 1996 P.D. Wood suggested that Ridgehill might have been one of the 11th century holdings 
that were not specifically recorded in Domesday Book because silently included in the entry for their 
parent manors in south Sussex. He pointed out that it was part of the demesnes of Imberhorne 
manor, marched with Hawley and Hazelden and, like Walesbeech, Standen and Warley, was 
associated with Roman ironworking.' This article aims to investigate our earliest information about 
Ridgehill, to see if there are any grounds for postulating an 11th century date, and to avoid intruding 
an unwieldy discussion of it in the following article on the Hide of Healdeleia. 

We are fortunate that it is recorded in the Buckliurst Terrier of 1597/98, not only in the text 
but also mapped. 2  That map, reduced to 6" mile, is reproduced here and its outline marked on the 
6" map opposite. In the text the farm messuage and tenement called Ridgehill is listed under the 
demesnes of the manor of Imberhome, held by Sackville Tumor gent. on a 99-year lease to John 
Tumor gent. deceased dated 11 February 1580. The rent is £10 p.a., fourteen fields are named, and 
the acreage, broken down into meadow, pasture, arable and wood, is given as 135 acres, 1 rood, 9 
dayworks [36 perches] and 1 perch. On another page the terrier records a quit rent of 9s.6d. p.a. 
payable to the manor out of four named fields that are part of Ridgehill. 

In the 1567 survey of the manor of Imberhorne 3 , with which Mr Wood was unacquainted, the 
9s.6d. quit rent from Ridgehill is duly entered but there is no entry for Ridgehill itself, meaning that 
at that date the Sackvilles had either not integrated it into Imberhorne manor or (see below) had 
temporarily disposed of it. The quit rent certainly implies that at one time the four fields that owed 
it, in lieu of services, had been part of the manor (and, presumably, that the rest of Ridgehill had not). 

An earlier document, 
of which also Mr Wood was 
also unaware, adds 
considerably 	to 	our 
information. On 15 
December 1557 the crown 
sold to Richard Sackville 
knight and Thomas Swynton 
of London yeoman various 
properties including two 
barns and 17 closes of land, 
named and with their 
dimensions to the nearest 
acre or half-acre, in East 
Grinstead in the tenure of 
James Cocheforth with a 
yearly value of £13.6s.8d., to 
be held in free socage as of 
the manor of East Greenwich 
[a notional umbrella for land 
held of the crown]. This 
estate, which is not named, 
had once been Lord 
Borough's, afterwards the 
said Richard Sackville's, later 
Edward Lord Clynton's and 
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now, by exchange, the crown's. 4 	Straker quotes from the Close Roll the sale of the manor of 
Ridgehill to Richard Sackville in 1576, which, with the lack of mention in 1567, may indicate 
temporary disposal after 1557, possibly connected with buying out Swynton. The total area in 
1557, 132'/2 acres, corresponds closely with the almost 135'A of Ridgehill in 1597/98, seven of the 
fields bear similar names in both, and the total number of parcels listed is 17 in both (though 19 are 
marked on the 1597/98 map). 	The common names include two that are highly distinctive, 
CornehocklCorne hooke and Chunderham/Sinderhain Meadow. 	In 1841 the tithe award records 
them as Chronicle and Cinder Mead. 	In the latter, between Ridge Hill and the ford on the O.S. 
map, cattle had exposed 2-3 feet of bloomery cinder of early type at the ford and three fragments of 
Roman pottery when investigated by Ernest Straker. Excavation revealed a slag-heap 150 x 60 
yards and a series of circular hearths. 6  

The four fields named in 1597/98 as paying the quit rent are Cornehook, Southfeild, Great 
Mead and Midwaies. The first two are named on the map and numbered 14 and 18, Great Mead is 
probably, from its size, no.17, and Midwaies is probably the part of 17 shown as a separate field on 
the O.S. map. 	In the 1557 document le greate meade is only 6 acres, and today Medway is the 
name of the house marked to its east between the river and the road. 	It thus looks as if the original 
holding could have been all the Ridgehill land on the right bank of the river. 	Its original name, 
conceivably Medway, can only be conjecture, since Ridgehill suits better the topography of the left 
bank. Unfortunately we cannot take that name back before 1567 or find an earlier one for the site. 

REFERENCES ' East Grinstead Society Bulletin 58 (Spring 1996), p.20 2  epitomised by Ernest Straker, Sussex 
Record Society, vol.39, pp.50, 54, snap XX)(IV 3  E.S.RO. Sackville MS M30 ' Calendar of Patent Rolls, Philip & 
Mary, 1555-57, p. 139  S.R.S. 39, p.xix 6  E. Straker, Wealden Iron (1931), pp.233-35 (The lease of 1580 is in the 
East Sussex Record Office, SAS RF 12/24.) 

DEAN AS A PLACE-NAME IN EAST GRINSTEAD 	 M.J. Leppard 

Historically three areas of East Grinstead were known as the Dean: the valley now skirted by 
Brookiands Way (discussed in Bulletin 81), the one south of Stone Rocks dealt with in this issue, and 
the one alongside College Lane where house-names preserve its memory. Margaret Gelling in her 
Place-Names in the Landscape (1984) says of the Old English original denu (p.97) 'Most valleys 
designated denu in place-names are long and sinuous. Such features can be found in isolation ... or 
in series along the dip-slopes of escarpments.' Our three, however, are short. The Brookiands 
valley is steep and V-shaped in section and its river is quite straight. The one in the hide of 
Healdeleia is also short, with a steep scarp on its north and a gentler dip-slope to its south and a 
jagged-shaped stretch of the Medway curving through it. The third has a steep scarp forming its 
western edge, from whose foot the scarcely undulating ground stretches to the north and east with 
negligible watercourses feeding a tributary of the Medway. 

With denu, as with feld (discussed in Bulletins 80 and 81), we have free-standing instances 
alongside their appearance in compounds whereas Gelling considers both only as elements in 
compound names. The agreed denu-names in East Grinstead (as opposed to those from denn, 
'woodland pasture') are Domesday Book's Sperchedene and Standene. The former, 'brushwood 
valley', now Waithill Farm and discussed and mapped in Bulletin 59, embraces a steep v-shaped 
valley feeding into the Medway. The latter, not present day Standen house but to its south, as 
discussed and mapped in Bulletin 58, lies alongside a stream running down a steep v-shaped valley 
that broadens out and flattens as it approaches the Medway (now the reservoir). 

In short, denu in East Grinstead seems to have served to designate any kind of valley. 
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THE SURNAME ATTE OR DE HELDELE (p.11 below): Richard McKinley in his The 
Surnames of Sussex (1988, pp. 142f) regards this surname, which he knew only frcm the 14th century 
subsidy rolls and translates 'glade or wood on the slope', as a short-lived topographical name, i.e. 
derived from a feature of the environment. The article below, however, supplies the evidence that 
it is in fact a locative name, i.e. derived from a pre-existing place-name, with a longer history than he 
supposed and quite possibly transformed over time into one or more of the many forms into which 
the original Healdeleia developed. M.J.L. 
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THE HIDE OF HEALDELEIA OR HALDELEY 	 M.J. Leppard 

In c.1l 03-06 William Count of Mortain gave Lewes Priory a hide of land called Healdeleia in 
the hundred of Grinstead. This article aims to discuss its name, extent and constituents, with 
illustrative mapping. Mr P.D. Wood briefly noticed it in print in 1996 1 , having previously sketched 
out much of it on annotated maps now in my possession. This article owes much to his work, 
extending it from my own endeavours to form as coherent an account as the historical documents 
permit. If I err, he is not to blame; if I succeed, he must share the credit. 

The name, which over the past 900 years has assumed several forms with over twenty 
different spellings, derives from the Old English heald 'sloping' and leah 'clearing' according to the 
English Place-Name Society, which notes 'the ground here is fairly steep'. 2  'Here', preserving the 
name, is the present-day Hairley or Hurley Farm, marked on the map on p.4 at a bend and bridge 
where the B21 10 begins to climb towards Turners Hill. 

The original deed, recorded in the chartulary of Lewes Priory, itemises one hide of land called 
Healdeleia/.Healdeleya, which is of the manor of Ripe, and the men who hold it and all their progeny 
with a yearly rent which the same land owes, namely 43s.4d., 4 carts, 200 boards of beech and 40 
cartloads of logs with the customary and due carrying service, ploughing, harrowing, boonwork in 
harvest and other unspecified customs. In c.1150 Richer de Aquila, Mortain's successor as lord of 
the Rape of Pevensey, confirmed the gift of 'a hide of land which is called Haldelleya with 
appurtenances'. 3  A hide is conventionally reckoned as about 120 acres but could be up to twice 
that size in the Weald. In Domesday Book the manor of Ripe consists of 22 hides, 14 of them in 
the Rape of Pevensey, 8 in the Rape of Hastings and the equivalent of a further 2'/2 hides and half a 
virgate in more precise locations. Healdeleia must be one of the fourteen but a detached outlier. 
The services required show that it was primarily woodland and arable. Before the Conquest Ripe 
had been held by Earl Harold, whom William of Normandy defeated in 1066. 

The next references to our hide, also in the Lewes chartulary, are in 1271 and 72, when the 
priory released three of its villeins from servitude, granting them land and commuting their services 
to money rents. In 1271 Geoffrey son of John de in Dene obtained 80 acres for 14s. p.a. and 
William de la Medeweye son of Lewin and Alexander his son obtained 30 acres for 8s. p.a. The 
next year John son of Simon de Molendino [of the Mill] obtained all the land and watermill which 
father and son had held, paying 9s. p.a. for all services except county and hundred courts and outside 
the manor and one penny for the king's scutage when demanded. All three are areas are stated to 
be in the hide of Haldelee. 4  From the personal names these can be identified as the later Dean, 
Medway and Mill Place. The Dean and Medway appear in the 16th century records of Imberhorne, 
as discussed below, but by then Mill Place had lost all connection with that manor. 

Mill Place is nevertheless well documented, as is the family to which it gave name. 	In a 
variety of documents, which it is not relevant to specify in full, from c.1260 to 1611, as de Molendino 
'of the mill' in Latin and through variants of ater Milne/atte Melle to A Mill and Myll(s) in English, 
at least a dozen members retain their association with Mill Place. In November 1272, the same 
month as he was freed from villeinage, John son of Symon de Molendino entered into a bond of f200 
not to bring vexatious legal actions against the priory and gave sixteen sureties. 5  It was recorded in 
1274 that the Prior of Lewes had caused his tenant John de Molendino to be imprisoned, kept him in 
prison in spite of pledges and surety and contrary to common right and taken away his buildings and 
chattels. Basile his wife obtained the king's writ to the sheriff that he should liberate John but he, 
for favour of the prior, ignored that mandate and three others. 	The prior was still holding John's 
chattels to the value of over 40 marks (26. 1 3s.4d.). 6 	One wonders why and how such problems 
arose. 	In 1285 the lord Robert le Poer (presumably the prior) was charged with constructing 



(levavit) a mill in the tithing of Imberhome, so causing a common path there to be obstructed and the 
watercourse to be diverted. 7 	This seems more likely, however, be a reference to the mill known 
from later documents at the bottom of West Hill rather than anything at Mill Place. 	It is worth 
remarking that from 1296 onwards the tithing in which family members are recorded is Ashurst 
rather than Imberhorne, which may indicate the disconnection from the manor of Imberhorne noted 
above. 	In 1296 Stephen ater Melne was taxed at 2s.8 3/4d. (entered under Brarnhletye but in the 
section listing the Ashurst names; the Ashurst and Shoveistrode headings were omitted). 	In the 
same year Geoffrey ater Melne paid 5s.5%d but, as one of the sworn men, with no indication of his 
tithing. In 1327, when tithings are not specified, Stephen atte Melle at 4s.3d. was one of the highest 
payers. Five years later his 7s.8d. was the highest sum in the tithing of Ashurst and one of the 
highest in the hundred." 

Two other instances of Mill surnames in mediaeval Grinstead should be mentioned, though 
almost certainly they have no relevance to Mill Place. In 1229 William Molendarius (the miller) 
bought land, a mill and a messuage in Grinstead from William le Large, probably in West Grinstead. 
In 1347/48 William atte Melle of Burghle sold 60 acres in East Grinstead for 100 marks and 9s. 
rent! °  The lack of mention of a mill, the distinguishing 'of Burghle' and the fact that Mill Place is 
in the family's hands in all other mediaeval and later references make it highly unlikely that it can be 
the property concerned but the 9s. rent is, probably co-incidentally, the same as charged on Mill Place 
in 1272. 

The oldest parts of Mill Place are a 14th century hail and a 16th century annexe." The site, 
well sheltered from the prevailing weather, could well be that of a much older habitation. 

No map of Mill Place is known before one of 1833, reproduced on a reduced scale in the 1843 
sale particulars of Mill Place, Dean's and Birch's Farms and Giffard's Lands. With no certainty 
that it represents precisely the lands of mediaeval Mill Place, it has been followed in preparing the 
map on p.7. 

Dean's Farm, on the same map, is successor to the land granted to Geoffrey de la Dene in 
1271 but again with no certainty that the area plotted is exactly the same. 	It duly appears in the 
Imberhorne survey of 1567 as Haldeley, le Deane, at 13s. rent (probably a mistranscription) 12 . 	In 
1597/98 it is the Deane, parcel of the hide of Haldeley, the last known reference to the hide in any 
document, probably to distinguish it from the other Dean in the manor, a copyhold granted from the 
Feld. 13  This Dean is freehold, its rent 14s. as in the 13th century, but no bounds or acreage are given 
and there is no map. It is also mentioned twice in the bounds of other holdings, once as 
Deanelands.' 4  Dean means valley, discussed on p.6 above. 

There is a Dene family-name in East Grinstead, recorded from c. 1160 to 1469, but the fact 
that many of the references specify bondsman or villein make it probable that they were associated 
with the Dean in the Feld. Possibly there were two independently named families. 

In the 16th and early 17th centuries there are several references to the Homewood family of 
the Dene, including in 1606 Joan Ilomewood's murder of her three children before cutting her throat 
and drowning herself 15  

So far as I am aware no early house survives, indeed no house is shown on the 1833 map, 
though a field named Homestall, reached by a footpath from the road between Saint Hill Green and 
Stone Hill may indicate the site one once occupied. No other field-names on the 1833 map seem to 
throw any light on the concerns of this article, though several testify to iron-working at Mill Place, 

16  first recorded in 1565. 
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Before discussing Medway it will be convenient to consider Sellers, which includes Medway 
in the 16th century surveys. Its name must derive from the family of John Seller, a villein of the 
prior of Lewes who was taxed at Is. in 1332 in the tithing of Imberhorne.' 7  No other member of 
the family is known. In 1567 three copyholds are listed as part of Sellers or Selhurst: Barnefield 
at 2s., Medways at 2s.9d. and Rayscombe (listed under Hill Place with no separate rent). In 
1597/98 John Haselden junior has Sellersfeild alias Barnefeild, 16 acres at 2s.9d., bounded by John 
Haseiden senior east and north, the lane from Sellers Green to Yawley [Halley] west and Sellers 
Green south, and Raiscombe, parcel of Selhurst, 15 acres at is. 6d. for which no bounds are given. 
John Haselden senior has Midwaies, parcel of Sellers, 33 acres at 2s. 9d., also with no bounds 
recorded. The lane from Selhurst Green to Haleybridge is mentioned in the bounds of Yawley 
Mead, and John Haselden [junior]'s Sellers marks the southern boundary of Yawley and lies east and 
south of Moreball Field and Croft. 18  In the 1615 survey of the copyholds of the manor of 
Imberhorne' 9  John Haselden junior's Sellers and Barnefeild with Raisecombe are held at 2s. 2d. 
Five fields are itemised with their names, areas and bounds. The hilly field called R.aisecombe is 
said to be 'next the way' with the lord's demesnes to its east and two of the others adjacent. If the 
demesnes referred to are those at Ridgehill then it can be provisionally located between those lands 
and our B21 10. The only bound given for the three fields called Sellers and Barnefeild is John 
Haselden senior's lands to their north and east, apparently his Medwayes, no longer said to be part of 
Sellers and now held with Combe and Lemgrove at 3s. I take Sellers Green to be the predecessor 
of the patch of grass at the junction where today the B21 10 swings sharply right under a railway 
bridge and Vowels Lane goes straight ahead past Kingscote station. Sellers is then the two fields 
within the angle the B2110 forms there and part of the field between that road and the drive to 
Ridgehill, near enough the 15 acres 3 roods 16 perches attributed to it in 1615. 'East and south' of 
Morehall (to be identified later) indicates the direction rather than the next neighbour, as is often the 
case with bounds in the Buckhurst Terrier. 

Medway, which obviously takes its name from the river bordering or traversing all the 
properties discussed in this article, appears as Medway, part of Sellers, in the 1567 survey and 
Midwaies, parcel of Sellers, in that of 1597/98, a 33-acre copyhold2°  paying 2s.9d. p.a. in both, 
considerably less than the 8s. set in 1271 though with near enough the same acreage. Unlike the 
Dean, which was freehold, it therefore appears also in the 1615 survey, a barn and divers parcels of 
land called Medwayes, Combe and Lemgrove totalling 30 acres 2 roods and 22 perches paying 3s. 
p.a. held by John Haseilden the elder. In 1597/98 no bounds are given but in 1615 five fields, three 
of them named, are itemised with their dimensions and some indications of their whereabouts and 
relation to each other but not enough to permit accurate mapping. The space required to transcribe 
and discuss these details cannot be justified if no firm conclusions can be reached, so I will content 
myself with suggesting the fields round Kingscote House on the O.S. map as a possibility, though 
they amount to no more than 20 acres. If the 16th century wording can be reversed and the three 
fields I have proposed as Sellers (excluding Raisecombe) regarded as having once been part of 
Medway then we have another 16 acres, bringing the total nearer to the 30 acres of 1271. More 
important, and even indisputable, we then have a frontage on to the river that gave it its name. 

The field Midwaies in Ridgehill has already been discussed in the article on that place on 
pp.5f above, where mention is also made of the modern house Medway. Perhaps they too were 
once connected with the lands of the de la Medewaye family of 1271, perhaps they independently 
took their name from the river. The same may be true of the land known as Shelves alias Medway 
on the right bank opposite and beyond the Ridgehill lands. Interestingly, in 1587 it is also 'alias 
John at the Medway' 2 ' but there is no evidence that it was once part of the possessions of Lewes 
Priory. A John atte Medeweie/Medweye occurs in the subsidies of 1327 and 1332, paying 4s. in 
the former (in which tithings are not recorded) and 7s. I Id, in the latter, the highest sum in 
Imberhorne tithing, whose list he heads. 22  He might well therefore have had the resources to add 



Shelves to the land granted in 1271. William ate Medway was the headman in the tithing in 1287 . 23  

Other members of the family are found in various records from 1255 to 1327. 

And so to Hailey or Hurley Farm,, which may be assumed to have been the original 
settlement in the hide (though by no means its geographical centre) and the home of the eponymous 
family. The first known member is William de Eldelee in 125524,  the last John Heldele, one of East 
Grinstead's M.P.s in 1388 and presumably a resident of the borough. In the 1296 subsidy William 
de Heldelegh was one of the sworn men, paling 6s.2 1/4d. John at Heldele paid 3s.6d. in 1327 and 
2s.lOd. in 1332 in the tithing of Imberhorne. 

In the 1567 survey Yawlye is freehold, held by John Haselden at 6s. In 1597/98 it is John 
Haselden junior's Yawley, 45 acres at 5s., bounded by the Queen's highway from Tilkhurst to 
Yawley bridge on the north, Richard Haselden's Morrisfeild east, a way from Ridge Hill to Yawley 
west and John Haselden's Sellers south. 26  There is no map but the information is clear enough to 
define it as the curtilage of Hairley Farm on the O.S. map and the fields bounded by Furze Field 
Wood and the curving tree-lined boundary noted by Mr Wood as a deep lane and bank, an area of just 
over 40 acres. 

In 1567 Richard Haselden holds Hayles Mead and Little Mead at Healey Bridge, freehold at 
at 3s.6d. In 1597/98 there is just Yawley Mead, 2'/2 acres held by John Haselden senio? 7, from its 
bounds clearly the small field south of the farm between the road and the river. By 1840 this field, 
still called Harely Meadow, was a detached part of Hazelden Farm, 2 acres 2 roods 30 perches. 28  

A third freehold containing the name is Hewawdeley or Sandhill in 1567, Hewawdeley alias 
Hawghlighe alias Sandhiul in 1598/98, 13 acres at 2s. id. 29  The bounds show this to be the second 
field upriver from the farm, from which it is separated by a field called Bankes. In 1597/98 the 
river is Yawley Brook or, in another twist of the ancient name, Hollybrook river. 30 

Other occurrences of the Healdeleia name include Lytle and Great Helde, two fields in the 
1557 grant of Ridgehull31 , which preserve the ancient form of its first element. They possibly 
correspond to Halie Mead and South feild on the 1597/98 map of Ridgehill reproduced on p.5 above. 
In the tithe award of 1841 the former is Harley Mead, 1 V2 acres. Halley Field and Halley Field 
Shaw, immediately west of Hairley Farm in the tithe award but part of Fenpiace Farm, bore the 
Morehall name in the 16th century. Their new name merely derives from their proximity. 

Mr Wood's published conclusion, 'the hide apparently comprised various detached lands 
along the Medway from Hairley Farm itself as far as the boundary of Stone Farm' 32, seems to be 
borne out by the material discussed in this article. From west to east they would be Hailey itself and 
the nearby fields with related names, Sellers, Medway and possibly at least part of Ridgehill, and then 
Mill Place and the Deane, an area of anything from 300 to 450 acres depending on which figures one 
follows. 

This seems very large for a hide as conventionally understood. 	Possibly acquisitions later 
than the original grant could have been administered for convenience under the same heading, but the 
Lewes chartulary provides nothing to substantiate such a conclusion. The possibility must be 
raised, however, that the original hide was a continuous block, from Hailey Bridge to Willetts Bridge. 
From the map on p.4 two unmistakably ancient hedge-lines stand out, long stretches abutted but not 
crossed by other hedge-lines at irregular intervals. One curves south-westerly along the north-west 
of Crockshed Wood, then runs west, for a short distance forming the parish boundary. The other 
branches from it to curve south-easterly as far as the track running north-eastwards from Ridge Hill. 
Mr Wood postulated these as these as boundaries of Domesday Book's Warlege and Hazelden 33  and 
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noted that both are formed as a bank and ditch, with a drop of up to 8' in the former and up to 4' in the 
latter. 34 
	They therefore form obvious north and north-eastern bounds for the hide, with the 

Hollybrook/Medway as the western, or possibly even the parish boundary, which roughly parallels 
the watercourse. 	Shelves alias Medway could then be part of the hide, and, if the whole of 
Ridgehill were also included, only a small gap between that farm and Mill Place would remain 
unaccounted for. That gap was known as Crows Fields or Crowhurst Fields from at least 1 795 35.  

So far I have not been able to trace an earlier name and therefore cannot adduce any evidence either 
for or against the possibility of its also being part of the hide. If it were a continuous block then the 
area could well be twice that calculated above for the likely components of the hide. 

In Bulletin 58 Mr Wood mapped each Domesday holding that he identified as a self-contained 
block and I followed suit with the rest in Bulletin 59. There is nothing, however, that obliges us to 
conclude that all late Saxon/early Norman hides or holdings were single slabs. 	Indeed I hope to 
publish evidence in the near future that Brambletye consisted of at least two discrete blocks, one at 
the eponymous farm, the other adjoining the town. 	There can be no a priori objection to Mr 
Wood's understanding of the hide of Healdeleia as various detached lands, presumably as originally 
allocated to Ripe, which certainly accords best with the known dimensions. 

Clearly there is far more work to be done before any of this can be securely established. 
Anyone undertaking it, or even endeavouring to understand fully what I have been trying to say, 
would need to work carefully over the documents I have used, for I have quoted only the most 
immediately relevant wording, and then search for further documentation and early maps. 	More 
fieldwork would also be valuable, including hedgerow-dating. 	An expert should be able to tell 
whether the construction of the banks and ditches mentioned demonstrate that Warlege and Hazelden 
were defined first or whether our hide was demarcated before them. More detailed calculations of 
areas could also be helpful. I have taken at face value the figures in the sources where they exist, 
and where they do not I have worked from the far more accurate ones in the Ordnance Survey's 1877 
book of reference to the 6" map of East Grinstead. 

The key map preceding this article, drawn to his usual high standards by Mr David Gould, is 
based on the relevant part of one now in my possession drawn by Mr Wood to plot, so far as he 
could, all the lands in East Grinstead that are listed in the Buckhurst Terrier. I do not present it as 
definitive but as a key to the holdings mentioned in the text and another starting point for more 
detailed work by other people. 

REFERENCES B. T = The Buckhurst Terrier, ed. E. Straker, S.R.S., vol. 39; E.G.S.B. = Bulletin of the East Grinstead 
Society; E.S.R.O. = East Sussex Record Office, Lewes; S.A.C. =Sussex Archaeological Collections; S.R.S. = Sussex 
Record Society 

E.G.S.B. 58 (Spring 1996), p.20 2  A. Mawer & F.M. Stenton, The Place-Names of Sussex, part 2 (1930), p. 332  
S.R.S. vol. 38, pp.1  19€, 159f., cfS.A..C., vol. 40, p.68, no.9 4  J.H. Bullock & W.M. Palmer eds, The Cambridgeshire 
portion of the Chartulary of the Priory ... ofLewes (1938), p.17, nos 39 & 40, p.16, no.38 5 Ibid, no.43 6  Hundred roll 
(S.A. C., vol. 83, p.38) 7 Hundred court rolls (Rev. W. Budgen's notebook 110, Sussex Archaeological Society library, 
Barbican House, Lewes) s  .S.R.S., vol. 10, pp.35, 202, 313 9  Feet of fines (S.R.S., vol. 2, no.215) 10  Feet of fines 
(S.R.S., vol. 23, no.2034) " Wealden Buildins Study Group, notes of site visit, 1985, up-dating RT. Mason in Sussex 
Notes & Queries, vol.15 (1958-62), pp.31  if. ' E.S.R.O. Sackville MS M30, kindly communicated by Mr L.E.W. Cole 
13  See map and discussion in E.GS.B. 81 (Winter 2003/04), pp.6-8 	14 B. T, pp.47, 7, 51 15  R.F. Hunnisett (ed.), 
Sussex coroners' inquests 1603-88 (1998), no.54, East Grinstead parish register 17 July 1606 	16 H. Cleere and D. 
Crossley, The iron industry of the Weald (2nd ed., 1995, ed. J. Hodgkinson), p.345 ' S.R.S., vol. 10, p.313 	

18 B.T., 
pp.47,48,50,52 19  E.S.R.O. AMS 5909/11 	20 B. T., p.52 21  SS., vol. 14 	SitS., vol. 10, pp.202, 312 23 

as note 7 24  as note 4, p.1, no.2 25  S.R.S., vol.10, pp.35, 202, 312 26  B. T.p.47 	27 B. T, p.48 	' Maps of Saint 
Hill estate (British Library c.7.e.18 (2)) 	B.T, p.48 

3° B. T, pp.  52, 47 	' Patent Rolls, Philip & Mary, 1557-58, 
p.139 32  as note 1 13  Ibid, pp.6, 7 (map), 10 34  Annotations on 6" O.S. map in my possession 	35  Yeakell and 
Gardner map of Sussex I am indebted to Mr L.E.W. Cole for information from the 1567 survey of Imberhorne. 
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THE SOCIETY'S DENDROCHRONOLOGY PROJECT 

So far we have printed an interim summary of the findings of this project (Bulletin 73, Spring 
2001) and more detailed studies of six of the properties surveyed: 7-9-11 High Street (Bulletins 75, 
Winter 2001-02, 76, Spring 2002, 77, Autumn 2002, 80, Autumn 2003), 1-2 Judges Terrace (77), 4 
High Street (79, Spring 2003, 80), 34-40 High Street (80, 81, Winter 2003-04), Amherst House, 68 
High Street (81) and Clarendon House, 3 Judges Terrace (82, Spring 2004). There follows a more 
detailed study of Old Stone House from earlier investigation of the structure, the final report on the 
project and as gathered from documentary sources. 

OLD STONE HOUSE, 4 Judges Terrace 

STRUCTURAL HISTORY, from notes compiled in 1994 for the Wealden Buildings Study Group 
and subsequently by the late Peter Gray 

Old Stone House comprised a stone crosswing at the west end of Clarendon House and a 
stone-fronted range at its rear, making it a double pile. 	The rooms at the front of the crosswing 
were heated and panelled and have fine fenestration. 	The rear rooms were of lesser quality and 
originally unheated. 	Although the detail of the west elevation has been obscured by a late 19th 
century addition there is no suggestion that there was ever a formal entrance on this side. 	Indeed 
the siting and orientation of the excellent oak newel staircase make it unlikely in the extreme. 
Access from the earlier building was probably from the ground floor only since the first floor levels 
are very different and the modern access at this level is certainly not of the right character. Of some 
note is the quality of the rear stone elevation, which suggests that it could have been the formal entry 
to the house even if the doorway is fairly insignificant. This rear range has largely been rebuilt 
internally in modem times but could well have had a staircase to the first floor and attic of Clarendon 
House. Allowing a year or so for seasoning, the building is likely to have been completed by 1645. 

NOTE: An account by R.T. Mason' has been superseded by more recent investigations but remains 
informative on the internal fittings. Ed. 

DENDROCHRONOLOGICAL 	 D.H. Miles and M.J. Worthington 

Rafters 1640, 1626, 1621; felling date range 1640-41. 

DOCUMENTARY 	 M.J. Leppard 

Documentary evidence for the origin of Old Stone House is uniquely precise. 	The 1650 
parliamentary survey of Sussex records that the George (our Clarendon House) included new 
building of stone 'by Mr. Robert Pickering of Eastgrinsteed afforesaid in whose possession and 
occupacon wee find the same, by vertue of an Indenture dated 14° Maij, 1630. Whereby Edward 
Earle of Dorsett and Richard Amerst, for twelve pence paid to the said Earle and forty pounds to the 
said Amerst, did demise to Robert Pickering of Eastgrinsteed Esq 1  and his heires for eut  [ever] all the 
messuage w1h  thappurtenances afforesaid ... worth p.a. viii" [E8]'. 2  The 12d. is the annual manorial 
rent, the £40 the purchase price, the £8 the annual rental value. The new building marks the 
conversion of the George from an inn to a prestigious private house. 

The history of Old Stone House is then the history of Clarendon House, as already traced in 
Bulletin 82, until its division into two dwellings in the 19th century, the first hint of which (or at least 

3  of dual occupation) comes in 1827 when Thomas Bryan and Thomas Sanderson are listed. 	The 
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tithe award of 1841 gives Earl de la Warr as owner and G. Covey as occupier, apparently of the 
whole building. In the 1851 census he is unambiguously in Old Stone House only, George Covey, 
M.R.C.S. of London, born in Basingstoke and aged 43, with his wife and 3 servants. He 'was one 
of the old school ... rather short and stout, very active and either had a cast in one eye or a glass one, 
and I can see him now', wrote Edward Steer in 1899, 'as he walked about his business with a massive 
chain and seal hanging from his fob pocket'. 4  He died 30 May 1868, having settled here more than 
30 years before. 5  

His successor, in the 1871 census, is William Rudge, aged 43, an auctioneer and valuer born 
in Dorking, of whom much is known. The earliest record of him in East Grinstead is in Kelly's 
directory for 1862, 'late Smith & Rudge, auctioneer, appraiser, house and estate agent, agent to the 
Lewes Old Bank branch and the savings bank'. This Smith is John Smith, who died in 1862 aged 
48, having evidently already retired, the third generation of his family to have engaged in those lines 
of business. In 1820 John's father, Thomas, had moved into our 31 High Street and there, later in 
the decade, William Rudge formed a partnership with Joseph Turner, a fanner and valuer. The 
business prospered, including founding the cattle market in the Crown yard (later developed as 
Cantelupe Road), ultimately becoming Turner, Rudge & Turner and surviving until 1987.6  Rudge 
was also an officer in the East Grinstead Volunteers 1863-64 and worshipful master of the East 
Grinstead freemasons' lodge 1882-87 while also holding some provincial offices in the movement. 7  
In the 1881 census he was still at Old Stone House but by 1885 he was its late owner 8, having moved 
to St John's in Moat Road, where he died 23 February 188710.  The name Old Stone House, first 
noted in 1885", is probably of Rudge's devising. In the same year we read 'It had considerable 
alterations made to it by its late owner, W. Rudge, Esq." 2  On the evidence of photographs (none, 
unfortunately, more than approximately datable) the westward extension from the original single bay 
must have been undertaken in his time. 

By 1885 the owner was Mrs Padwick. 13  Six years later the census records Percy E. Wallis, 
an unmarried 38-year old physician and surgeon born in Hartfield,, together with two servants. 
Percy Evershed Wallis, the son of Hartfleld's 'typical old style country surgeon', was born on 4 
October 1852, trained at King's College London and Guy's Hospital, and qualified in 1877, acquiring 
the practice of the second George Covey. He was a sportsman and traveller and held many public 
offices in the town. He died on 26 June 1921 after a painful illness. 14  He bought the whole of 
Judges Terrace, according to his daughter, Mrs M.L. Dempster, whose reminiscences of her child-
hood at Old Stone House contain much of human interest. 15  There are many references to him in 
W.H. Hills, The History of East Grinstead and E.J. Dennison, A Cottage Hospital Grows Up. 

To his home and practice there succeeded Dr Spencer Lewis Walker, who had come to East 
Grinstead in 1910 and been immediately persuaded to set up a scout troop. 'He devoted his life to 
people as a doctor, a Scoutmaster and a councillor' some of his old boys recorded in his obituary. 16  
The enthusiastic recollections of one of them, Keith Brown, will be found in the East Grinstead 
Museum Society's Newsletter 45 (June 1998) and further details in M.J. Leppard, A History of East 
Grinstead. Kelly's directories for 1934 and 38 find him still there but retired from practice. He 
ended his days in 1967, aged 86, at Stone House, Forest Row and was buried in  Nottingham.'7 

The 1953 East Grinstead directory lists H.S. Eeles, G.M. Raikes and A.H. Duveen at Old 
Stone House, presumably in three separate flats. By the time the 1962-633 directory appeared 
Waugh & Co., the solicitors were there. At some date between 1968 and 88 they re-united it with 
Clarendon House. 

REFERENCES: E.G. = East Grinstead; E.G.O. = E,G.Observer; E.G.S.B. = E.G. Society Bulletin; Hills = W.H. 
Hills, History of E.G. (1906); S.A. C. =Sussex Archaeological Collections 
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S.A.C., vol.80, pp.6f. 	S.A.C., vol.24, pp.223f. 	See E.G.S.B. 82, pp.6f 	reminiscences serialised in the 
E.G.O., 1899 	Crawfurd scrapbook (West Sussex Record Office, Chichester) 6 PD Wood, 'The old finn', E.G.S.B. 
44, pp.4f and his notes in my possession 	Hills, pp. 174, 264 8  W.R. Pepper, E.G. and its Environs (1885), p.21 
W.T. Pike's District Blue Bookfor the ... E.G. Parliamentary Division 10  Hills, p.264 "as note 8 12 Notes on E. G. 
...by J. C. Stenning revised by Alan H. Stenning (1885), p.17 	

13  as note 12, p.16 	" E.G.O., 30 June 1921 	15 

E.G.S.B. 5, pp.7f., reprinted in M.J. Leppard (ed.), Reminiscences of E.G., 1893-1914 (1973), passim 	16 E.G.O., 27 
April 1967 17  as note 16 

I am indebted, as ever, to the tabulations and transcriptions of Messrs P.D. Wood and D. Gould for much of the census 
and directory information used in this article. 

DENDROCHRONOLOGY PROJECT ARTICLES: ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 

CLARENDON HOUSE, 3 Judges Terrace (Bulletin 82, pp.5-8) 	 M.J. Leppard 

Mr Gould informs me that in the 1901 census Georgina Conyngham had a housemaid, Mary 
Donovan aged 30, and a cook- domestic, Annie Making aged 25, both born in Ireland and unmarried. 
For me this is of personal interest because on 12 July 1903 Minnie Mary Donovan of Clarendon 
House, East Grinstead, aged 35, married my paternal grandfather Ernest George Leppard in the 
Roman Catholic chapel at Imberhorne manor.' The late Les Prevett of Barnham, whose mother 
was a Leppard, stated that the cook was always known as Irish Annie. 

Mr Gould adds that Kelly's directories show Miss Cunynhame still there in 1905, L.W. 
Townsend in 1907 and Alexander Mitchell Campbell in 1907. Mr L.A. Griffith's notes from the 
East Grinstead Observer include a report in October 1940 that Dr Walker [of Old Stone House], then 
captain of a platoon in the Home Guard, assisted in the restoration of Clarendon House so that a 
canteen could be opened there for members of the armed forces and civil defence personnel. This 
perhaps accounts for its being a restaurant after the war. 

OTHER BUILDINGS 

SACK VILLE HOUSE, 70 HIGH STREET 
	

M.J. Leppard 

The evidence from the borough court rolls that Sackvile House was, at least in 1576-77, an 
inn called the Lion, reported in Bulletin 82, p.8, throws new light on the structural development of 
that building. The late Peter Gray reported in 1992 that late 16th century alterations included 
raising the roof, changing the room lay-out, inserting a new chimney thus forming a corridor on both 
floors behind the stack, and connecting the detached kitchen at the rear to the main building. 'It 
may be', he wrote, 'that these alterations can be dated by the 1574 inscribed on a fireplace beam but 
the beam itself was placed in its present position when the first floor was split into two rooms in the 
19th century.' 2  

The action against the standing inn-sign attempted in 1576-77 suggests that the conversion of 
the building and its change of use to (or refurbishment as) an inn were quite recent, very likely in 
1574. Moreover the corridor arrangement on the upper floor has long seemed to me comparable to 
that found in inns of the period. Admittedly the usual arrangement is a continuous balcony rather 
than an internal passage, but such inns are usually larger and grander than Sackville House and 
purpose-built rather than conversions. The reason must be to ensure greater privacy of access and 
lodging than could otherwise be provided. I shall welcome informed comment on this suggestion. 

No evidence is known for Sackvile House as an inn at any other period. 

Their marriage licence, in my possession 2  Notes, in my possession, of a visit in Dec. 1992 
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PLACE-NAMES: ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 	 M.J. Leppard 

Four digit numbers in square brackets are references to earlier Bulletins, first two digits Bulletin-number, 
second two page-number. All other references in end-notes in usual form. 

FINAL STRESS [5107f., 5204-08, 5309f., 5410, 5912, 6104, 7407, 7506, 7620] 

'This is not a phenomenon shared with any other part of the country known to the writer', 
wrote Mr A.G. Dyson [7506], 'whom it continues to strike as odd and un-English, and neither does it 
seem to have applied to all local place-names. 	Two questions arise: is (or was) the practice real, 
and if so what does it signify? 	The evidence adduced is patchy and often inconclusive.' 
Privately he has suggested that the pronunciation StanDEN could have been an affectation introduced 
by the Beale family when they had the present house built in 1892-94. 

Certainly they so pronounced it throughout the twentieth century. So, and generally still do, 
those locally born and bred people of all ranks who also put the final stress on the other local place-
names where it is customary. Equally certainly, we have hitherto had no indisputable historical 
evidence for the practice in the East Grinstead area beyond J.M. Neale's observation, between 1853 
and 66, that in, e.g., Brambletye and Holtye 'the accent is always on the y' [5107]. Now an entry 
in the Saint Hill School admissions register provides further evidence, the enrolment on 2 February 
1880, over a decade before the Beales came to East Grinstead, of Mary Ann Leppard, born 22 June 
1872 and daughter of Amos (this writer's great-grandfather), whose address is given as 'Standend'.' 
The family lived in the farmhouse at the original Standen site, demolished after the Beales built their 
house alongside Hollybush Farm. If the schoolmistress, almost certainly not a local person and 
probably not too familiar with the area, had heard STANden she would have written 'Standen'. To 
write 'Standend' indicates that she heard StanDEN and wrote what seemed to her the only intelligible 
interpretation. 

	

Though falling short of conclusive direct evidence, this entry is a strong indicator. 	Mr 
Dyson's reservations still stand, however, and challenge us to find comparable instances of phonetic 
or apparently phonetic representations of local place-names, whether for or against a final stress 
interpretation. 

ASHDOWN FOREST AND ASHURST WOOD [6504-07] 

'Is it more than co-incidence', I blithely asked five years ago, 'that Ashdown Forest and the 
tithing etc. of Ashurst take their names from the same tree, a tree that one might think neither 
sufficiently common nor sufficiently uncommon hereabouts to be an obvious candidate for naming 
two extensive tracts of land? '2  My puzzlement would have been all the greater had I realised that in 
1930 there were said to be no ash trees on Ashdown Forest. 3  More culpably, I failed to check the 
etymology proposed by the English Place-Name Society. Rejecting the possible interpretations 

scen 'overgrown with ash trees' or cesces 'of a [specific] ash tree', comparing the similar name in 
Berkshire and noting the rarity of the tree on Ashdown Forest, the compilers opt for a personal name 
Aesc or Aesca. 4  Mrs Heather Warne tells me she tentatively proposes a personal name explanation 
for Ashurst Wood etc. also, as in Ashcombe near Lewes ('Aecci's valley ' 5) and Ashurst Farm in 
Plumpton6, a theory which I hope she will publish, whether in our pages or elsewhere. The Place-
Name Society derives our Ashurst Wood from the tree-name. 7  

'West Sussex Record Office E348C/13/1/1 2 East Grinstead Society Bulletin 68, p.7 3  Kathleen Pickard, 'The wild 
flowers of Ashdown Forest', Sussex County Magazine, vol.4 p.701 ' A. Mawer & F.M. Stenton, The Place-names of 
Sussex, vol.1 (1929),p.2 as note 4, vol.2, p.320  6personal communication, 1 Dec. 2003 7  as note 5, p.327 



REMINISCENCES 

DR GOLDING-BIRD (Bulletins 79,80 and 81) 	 The Rev. D.S. Farrant 

My memories of Dr Golding-Bird go back to 1948 when I was a ten-year old choirboy at the 
parish church. He was an imposing, almost frightening, figure with his beetling white eyebrows. 
I noticed that, owing to his rounding shoulders, his academic hood would slip off one shoulder and he 
was continually pulling it back into place. 

He preached his sermons at a great rate and, unsurprisingly, I found them uninteresting. He 
also read the lessons at considerable speed, so they were difficult to hear. However, one reading 
stands out very clearly. It was from the second book of Samuel in the Old Testament, chapter 18. 
It is reported to King David that his rebellious son Absalom is dead. The king mourns him: '0 my 
son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, 0 Absalom, my son, my 
son!' He read this with such dramatic force, agony and meaning that it might have been his own 
son who had died. It was a splendid example of reading with understanding and sympathy, and 
would have been worthy of an Olivier or a Gielgud. 

He had a very strong personality and once seemed rather insensitive in what he said. It was 
at the Sunday School, where Miss Diana A. Harris was leading the assembly. Suddenly, Dr 
Golding-Bird asked Miss Harris what the 'A' stood for. Guesses were made but none was correct. 
He kept pressing her to let us know the correct name, which eventually she did. I think she was 
quite embarrassed by the whole episode - or was it just me? 

He was an imposing figure as be shuffled up the aisle, the bright red of his hood adding much 
to the impression. On Remembrance Sunday he wore his mortar-board as we went in procession to 
the war memorial. He inculcated a feeling of genuine respect and dignity. He took off his 
mortar-board at the two minutes' silence, when the police halted the traffic on the Eastbourne road. 
Mr Jack White would lay the first wreath on behalf of the British Legion. 

How he lived in that delapidated vicarage one would never know. 	He would come into 
church often with his wife and daughter, both tall ladies and with their own imposing bearing. Yet 
there were times when he would have a kindly word to a rather cowed choirboy and there was a 
twinkle in his eye as he spoke. 

EAST GRINSTEAD COUNTY GRAMMAR SCHOOL - from Attlee to Macmillan 
Richard Crockett (1951-57) 

I realised that my time at Windmill Lane co-incided with a great change in national mood - 
hence my rather obscure title. At the outset it was still the 'austerity' period after the Second World 
War; few people had cars and some food rationing still remained. By the time I left, the Suez 
escapade had been and gone and we were on the threshold of 'You never had it so good'. 

I was technically part of the class of 1949 but had spent the first four terms of my grammar 
school career in a tough part of north London. It was only in the New Year of 1951 that I stepped 
off the wheezing 'charabanc' always driven by 'George' that started out from Forest Row and picked 
up pupils from the remoter reaches of Ardingly and West Hoathly. The bus passed alongside part 
of the Lewes and East Grinstead railway, long before its transformation into today's Bluebell Line. 
Kingscote station, on the way, was operative but was probably the most pointless stopping place in 
the whole of the rail network. The enthusiast could also look out at East Grinstead high level where 
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old London, Brighton and South Coast locomotive no.32581 brought in members of our flock from 
Forest Row and beyond. 

My previous school had been large by standards then (600+), pretty impersonal, some 
teachers unable to cope with turbulent classes, and with quite a serious bullying problem. Moving 
to the smaller E.G.C.G.S. was generally an improvement, though things did prevail that would not be 
tolerated today. Bullying, though rare, was not totally absent; there was one shambling lad a year 
or two above me who, with hindsight, I think was autistic. Although he was rumoured to know 
logarithms off by heart, he nonetheless had a pretty rough time. Adolescent males were constantly 
to be reminded of the sacrifice of those very little older than us in the recent war and also to be 
'stiffened' for National Service that would follow very soon. This was evident in Physical Training 
and compulsory games. It like me, sport was not your scene, you came in for a share of verbal 
abuse and sarcasm. One hoped these lessons would be loaded towards the morning and the earlier 
part of the week, for, by the time Thursday or Friday afternoon came round, tempers could be on a 
very short fuse. 

We were, however, fortunate in the dedication and confidence shown in us by most teachers. 
The Misses Cole, Edwards and Broadway - French, History and English respectively - would never 
have regarded me as one of their star pupils but something must have got through, because in all three 
areas I found later interests. I owe it to Rudolf Dawes, however, the Headmaster, for nurturing my 
future career. An uncle of his, H.H. Swinnerton, had been professor of Geology at Nottingham and 
had stimulated his interest in the subject and, at second-hand, mine. 	Geology and astronomy, 
though never on the syllabus, had quite a respectable record in careers made by ex-pupils. 	In the 
latter case the presence of Patrick Moore, then living nearby, clearly had something to do with it. 
Mrs Hellyer was the wife of Arthur Hellyer, the well-known horticultural writer. She taught 
Zoology part-time to the sixth form and, again, believed in ranging widely beyond syllabus 
constraints. Later she unwittingly found herself splashed across the front page of the Sunday 
Pictorial when her direct methods of producing specimens for dissection by chloroforming them in a 
tin can leaked to the outside world. 

As there were restrictions on who could do Latin as an exam subject, the possibility of Oxford 
or Cambridge was denied to most, although Michael Leppard and Gwen Lofts to their credit managed 
to break this barrier. London Colleges, such as U.C.L., Imperial and Bedford, were the peak targets 
for most, and the late 1950s saw a number of scholarships won to them. This was a time when 
proportionately few school-leavers got a university education than nowadays and so these successes 
were a testament to a country grammar school and its staff. In the class-stratified village where I 
lived this did not pass without notice among parents paying out for public school education and 
getting a pretty poor return on their investment in numbers of G.C.E.s passed. 

Was I happy at E.G.C.G.S.? Yes, up to a point - but for me schooling was always 

I 	something to be endured rather than looked forward to. Did the staff set out to make 
it a happy environment? 	I am not sure - I think the agenda of education in the 
1950s may have been more concerned with the moulding of the individual to the 

AS TAI 	 social conformities of the time than addressing individual needs and concerns. 

ABOVE: The school badge, in the form used in the 1950s. 

The editor is always pleased to receive reminiscences, whether complete articles or fragments, 
for consideration for use in the Bulletin, either standing alone or quoted in articles. 
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SOME POST-WAR STREET NAMES 	 M.J. Leppard 

Our Bulletins have rightly devoted a good deal of space to the history and meaning of some 
local place- names and, as part of our Society's concern's for the town in our own times, published 
suggestions for meaningful names for new developments. They have, however, tended to overlook 
those which came into being within members' lifetimes, yet those names are just as interesting and 
important and (thanks to newspapers) have the advantage that in many cases we know something of 
how they came to be chosen and the suggestions that were defeated. 

In 1953 the Urban District Council invited suggestions for naming roads on its then-building 
Blackwell Farm Estate. Those of its relevant committee - Farm Road, Elizabeth Crescent, 
Crawfurd Road [a leading local family], Downs View Road and Margaret Road [the Queen's sister or 
the nearby convent?] - proved controversial. 

Cr E.C. Skinner thought Farm Road 'pretty awful'; it could equally well [from the location] 
be Cemetery Road. Why not Everard [a prominent townsman before the war]? He was not 
happy with christian names and would prefer Windsor Crescent and, in view of the approaching 
centenary of the convent, St Margaret's Road. Cr E.J. Dakin said 'Saint' had been rejected because 
people might think the road led to the convent. Concerning Farm Road, Cr Tom Leggatt [the 
farmer of Mill Place] said, 'As I look round this room I wonder where all of you get your living.' It 
would give some little commendation to the value of the farm and show that some good agricultural 
land had been sacrificed. One day they would all realise they had sacrificed far too much. Cr 
Mrs Dempster agreed, comparing Windmill Lane as 'a nice reminder of olden days'. To Cr John 
Allison's suggestion of Coronation Road, Cr J.H.H. Griffin pointed out that we had one already. Cr 
L.W.E. Dungey proposed Blackwell Farm Road.' 

Blackwell Farm Road, Elizabeth Crescent, Crawfurd Way and St Margaret's Road were 
chosen. Badger Way and Robin Close were added in 1994, selected from suggestions by pupils of 
Blackwell SchooL 2  

In 1964 three of seven new roads on the Durkins Farm Estate were named after prominent 
local people who had died in recent years: Mclndoe Road, the plastic surgeon Sir Archibald 
Mclndoe [1900-60]; Betchley Close, Mr Sidney Betchley, a town benefactor; Perry Avenue, Mr 
A[rthur] P. Perry [c.1883-l957}, U.D.C. Chairman 1945-46 and l950-5l. 

Later that year residents in an area labelled 'Off Ship Street' asked permission to use Garden 
House Lane as their address in future, as requested by a resident in a property abutting on the private 
lane leading to the Garden House. Three residents were in favour, two of whom were already using 
it. Despite the risk of confusion with Garden Wood Road, the Urban District Council agreed .4 

Later still in 1964 the new cul-de-sac off Chapel Lane, Ashurst Wood, was named Wray 
Close after Mr William Wray, former headmaster of the village school. Packer Mead was proosed 
for a [sheltered housing] development off Holtye Avenue, after Mr George Packer, former manager 
of the Co-op'. 	Cr Mrs Eileen Mead said she 'would be acutely embarrassed if anyone should 
associate her with the name [so it was replaced by Packer Close]. 	Both men were former 
magistrates and long-serving members of the U.D.C. now in their 70s who felt themselves 'greatly 
honoured'.'  

'Undated E. G. Observer cutting in my possession, attributable on internal evidence to 1953 2  Mr Neil Gatland (one of 
the pupils consulted), personal communication, 27 Feb. 2003 	E.G. Courier, 10 Jan. 1964, quoted in E.G. Courier, 8 
Jan. 2004 4 E.  G. Courier, 10 April 1964 	E. G. Courier, 13 Nov. 1964 (with photographs) 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS Editor 

THE SUSSEX RECORD SOCIETY's volume 84, for 2000 but not published until this year, is 
SUSSEX IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR, edited by Kenneth Grieves, a large collection of original 
documents of all kinds, the intention of which might be summarised as conveying the experience of 
the Great War as perceived and interpreted by persons of varying status, whether civilians or in the 
armed services. For its chosen area it is thus an important counter-balance to the big national and 
international picture and to common generalisations about what it involved for those who lived 
through it. Of local interest are an East Grinstead recruiting poster, letters from Ashurst Wood 
'boys' at the front or in hospital to their benefactress Miss Lucas, and the active service diary of 
Major S.W.P. Beale of Standen from posting to Newhaven to arrival off Gallipoli. The editor's 
introduction discusses the material with a sociological bias in relation to current historiography. 
Anyone working on the period in local detail will value the contexts it provides for assessing the 
significance of the particular information assembled. 

THE SAME SOCIETY's volume 88, for 2004, is SUSSEX CRICKET IN THE EIGHTEENTH 
CENTURY, edited by Timothy J. McCann, a complete transcription of all known references in 
diaries, letters, newspapers and other sources, 527 items in all. East Grinstead (including Chequer 
Mead and the Crown) is mentioned several times and Forest Row (Tomsett's Green) once. The 
introductory discussion and analysis provide the context for informed understanding, including the 
few surviving references to the game in 17th century Sussex. I would challenge the inference that a 
fatal wound from a cricket bat at Selsey in 1647 occurred during a game. Nothing in the text 
requires that conclusion: and today's injuries from baseball bats take place anywhere but on the field 
of play. 'Date of earliest surviving reference' would be more accurate than 'Date cricket 
commenced' in the key to the maps of parishes. The date of the newspaper quoted at item 155 is 
missing. I can offer only one slight local addition to the substance of the book: the Cricketting 
Field at Hollybush Farm in the 1776 maps of the Saint Hill estate (also in the Tithe Award of 1841). 

EAST GRINSTEAD MUSEUM COMPASS 15 (Autumn 2004) reaches the end of the alphabet in its 
listing of local dialect vocabulary and includes more local weather lore, notes on the market 
gardeners the Misses Spong and the architect Arthur Ernest Gasson,, and memories of Nutley School 
1943-49. [1 from Town Museum, by post £1.25 or six second class stamps] 

LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEXARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS (continued from Bulletin 80) 

Vol. 100 (1962) pp. lxvii-lxix ancient monuments 

101 (1963) p. lxiii cart from Ashurst Wood given to museum 

102 (1964) p.lx E.G. map catalogue given to library 
lxvi E.G. deeds added to museum 
45 E.G. assizes 1515 
53 & plate 11(a) Durrant memorial by Harmer, E.G. churchyard 
82-84 E.G. properties in Domesday Book 

103 (1965) p.lxv two Sussex wagons from E.G. added to museum 
lxvii constable's truncheon with E.G. arms 1832 added to museum 

104 (1966) p.xxxiii forge-hammer fittings from Cansiron added to museum 
xxxiv Sackville College order 1670 added to muniments 
65 lands at Forest Row 1679 


